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about Fisher, Mr* Balfour undertook to break
it to the Conservatives. But the news was there
before him. For Fisher had sent a broad hint,
unsigned but in his unique handwriting, to Mr,
Bonar Law. The Leader of the Opposition was
disturbed and called at the Treasury to see Mr.
Lloyd George. The Chancellor confirmed the facts ;
and Mr. Bonar Law insisted that if Fisher was re-
signing, Mr. Churchill would have to go. The
Conservatives, who were growing quite reconciled to
Mr. Lloyd George, had not yet forgiven Mr. Churchill.
Besides, a public controversy on the subject of Lord
Fisher's resignation might be extremely dangerous;
and if that could not be avoided, they would
hardly escape another on the equally explosive
theme of alleged deficiencies in the supply of shells,
a subject upon which an enterprising military
journalist was just beginning to campaign against
the Government with serious effect. The best
solution seemed to be the sacrifice of Mr. Churchill
and the formation of a Coalition Government.
Armed with this indication of the Tory view, Mr.
Lloyd George went across to Mr. Asquith, who
agreed with surprising promptitude. His own
thoughts, indeed, had been moving in the same
direction. Public controversy would have most
undesirable effects upon the delicate negotiations
just then in progress with Italy, whose collective
statesmanship was now concentrating on the nice
problem of determining which side was likelier to
win the war. So it was agreed to form a Coalition
Government; and when Mr. Churchill called at